
 

Paulton Junior School 

Playtime Policy 
 

Rational 

At Paulton Junior School we believe that all children have a right to play as is enshrined 

in Article 31 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
 

Aims 
We recognise that playtime is approximately 25% of a child's school day, with such a large 
proportion of time spent at `play' we aim to: 

 Enhance the quality of play in the playground by giving children freedom and 

flexibility. 

 Develop any playtime areas to their full potential to provide opportunities for play, 

discovery and adventure. 

 Ensure that all staff involved in playtime supervision are aware of their role and 

routines. 

 Recognise that children need to take managed risks when facing new challenges in 

the play environment. 
 

Why we Play? 

Our playground and school grounds are places where children have the opportunity to: 

• Have a break from structured routines 

• Develop new skills, find new challenges and take new risks 

• Explore and discover things about the world in which they live 

• Take exercise and improve their fitness and health 

• Talk to other members of staff 
• Develop through colour, beauty and interest in the natural environment a sense of 

ownership, pride and belonging 

• Be themselves. A place where they can choose to be alone, be private or be with friends. It 

can be a time to recognise their own individuality and be responsible for their own 

actions 
• Have fruit refreshment, drink and go to the toilet 

• Make new friends 

• Learn to play together and mix with other year groups 
 

These aims for playtimes sit comfortably alongside our overall school aims. Playtimes at 

Paulton contribute to children receiving a `memorable, quality education'. The experiences at 

playtime’s impact significantly on the school's atmosphere, the way children approach their 

learning, treat the environment, remember their day and support their general well-being. We 

aim for children to "enjoy playtimes" and to keep "physically fit" and we take the issue of 

time spent at play seriously - to a child `play' is an important part of their `work'. We 

encourage children to say if they are unhappy at playtimes. Any serious behaviour is 

followed up using our behaviour file (see Behaviour Policy and Code of Conduct). We also 

feel that our P.S.H.C.E. programme contributes to children feeling confident and happy at 

playtime. 

Blue cards 

Throughout playtimes ran by SMSA’s and TA’s blue cards may be issued. These are for 

positive behaviours and can be issued to individuals or classes. They then count towards a 



 

behaviour trophy at the end of the school term. If a child is seen behaving inappropriately 

they will be issued with a yellow card, this means they will lose 5 of the classes blue cards 

and they are recorded in the behaviour folder. If a child is seen behaving extremely 

negatively i.e. fighting with another child they are automatically issued with a red card and 

sent immediately to the head teacher and the appropriate action taken. They also incur a 

penalty of 10 blue cards for the class. 
P’s and Q’s 

As well as blue cards SMSA’s also reward children who have been polite with an invitation 

to the P’s and Q’s table on a Friday, which celebrates their behaviour. They receive juice, a 

party popper and one small piece of chocolate on a specially decorated table. They are also 

allowed to invite a friend to accompany them. 
 

Playtime Provision 
Playtime facilities include: - 

A friendship bench where children can go as a meeting place or so play leaders can 

notice they are looking for someone to play with. 

Hopscotch 

Tabletop games. 

A variety of zoned areas including circus, cheerleading, ball games, skipping and 

drama. 

Field space 

Football zone broken into year group days. 

The willow arch designed by the children. 

A basketball court. 

Chalkboard and chalks 

A Trim Trail. 

Scrap play on a Friday 

Various trees to play around and under but not up! 

A traversing wall. 

Courtyard for quiet games and chatting. 

Concrete playground areas. 

A fruit stall run by yr 6 to encourage healthy eating where fruit can be purchased at a 

small cost. 
 

Wet play 

The teacher on duty decides whether or not the children need to be inside based on the 

weather i.e. extremely wet, windy or icy conditions. We will endeavour to have playtimes 

outside and staff and children will make use of the wet weather gear supplied by Dickies 

which is stored in the Blue Container. When this is not possible, children stay in their own 

classrooms and a play leader is allocated to each of the classes. Each class has a selection of 

board games and paper. 
First Aid Procedure 

There is a first aid box in the first aid room next to the dining hall. First Aid treatment is 

recorded in the booklet. To ensure that the parents/guardians are informed of any injuries 

which are more serious than a graze etc; a First Aid Form is completed in duplicate and a 

copy sent home with the child. Children wear a sticker to indicate an injury. A large 

percentage of staff and all SMSA’s are qualified first aiders. 



 

School Meals Supervisor Assistant meetings 

The SMSA’s aim to meet monthly with Miss Smart to discuss/review playtime procedures 

and are updated on relevant school issues from day to day. (See Minute Book). Miss Smart 

will also meet with the SMSA’s at the end of every second term to discuss playground 

development. 

Training 

We remain on the lookout for new playground information, training courses and ideas in 

order to keep up to date. It remains our aim to stay aware of any relevant training. 

Playground Project 

We continue to improve the quality of our play areas through the ideas and suggestions made 

by the children from the `Playground Project’. Our Playground Project aims to ensure that 

children in the 21st century have improved playtime facilities and a rich learning 

environment within our school grounds. 

Healthy schools 

To ensure playtimes promote our aims of monitoring a healthy lifestyle. Equipment such as 

skipping ropes, designated ball areas, trim trail and traversing wall encourage pupils to be 

active at playtime. Children can also purchase healthy snacks from the fruit stall outside, 

which has been made colourful by a range of healthy eating signs. This is run by yr 6. 

Eco schools 

As a school that is working towards becoming an eco school we recognise the need for 

reducing our waste therefore there is a bin specifically for fruit waste next to the fruit stall, 

which can be directly put straight into class wormeries or the compost heap. 

Play leaders 

There are a team of Yr 5/6 children who have been trained as play leaders and equipped with 

games as well as having some pastoral training. They aim to help children enjoy their 

playtimes by helping to solve minor issues and suggesting games. They can be approached by 

children or adults on duty as they wear red bibs. They are also responsible for getting out and 

putting away play equipment. 
Wiggle awake 

Prior to the start of the school day the children can participate to music in an early morning 

aerobics style activity to get their bodies moving and their minds awake. This takes place on 

the playground before lining up and is led by two teachers on a rota basis. It is hoped that yr 6 

will be able to take responsibility of this by the end of each term. The aim of this is to make 

children more alert as well as to make them more physically active. 

Lining up 

In the mornings children arrive in the playground. as soon as wiggle awake is finished they 

line up and go to class. Morning break has one whistle to end play. Children stand still. On 

the second whistle children walk to lines. Dinner time has the same procedure as morning 

break. Club sign is held up for children who have a club at 12.45. For morning and dinner 

breaks a 5 minute equipment clear up gong will be sounded. 

Playleaders also monitor classes lining up by holding up laminated thumbs to encourage 

children to meet expectations. One playleader per year group. If all year groups thumbs are 

up in under 2 minutes they will receive a white ball to go in the school reward tub. The 

reward will then be chosen by school council. 



 

Further aims and equipment. 

 To make further use of outdoor areas as a learning zone by using such agencies as 

forest schools and Play Rangers 

 To develop the nature area-birdhouses to be put up. 

 Add additional seating/climbing facilities-log benches, tyres. 

 Develop educational placards on walls and floor paintings to encourage learning 
funded by a possible playground skip. 

 Allow children to design colourful spaces such as a theme for the traversing wall. 

 Work with outside agencies to provide further play opportunities such as Dave 

Burston to show circus skills. 

 Develop a shaded area for the school field. 

 Further training for SMSA’s in regards to playpods (Kirsty Wilson), which will allow 

children to take advantage of mobile recycled materials. 

 Contact wood carvers such as touchwood to see if they can provide opportunities for 

further development of playground structures. 

 Eco week-playrangers tie to encourage use of recycled materials for positive play 

opportunities bath tub swing at lunchtime. 

 Develop summer activities such as nets for dens/assault courses. 

 Children to not have wet playtimes but to have access to waterproofs and wellies. 

 SMSA's to attend an assembly about playground management 
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Playtime Sessions and Supervision 

A rota in the staffroom gives details of the members of staff who are on duty. The following 

table gives details of the sessions and supervision. 
 

PLAYTIME SESSIONS AND SUPERVISION 
 

SESSION TIME JUNIORS SUPERVISION 

Before 
School 

8.30 -
8.45am 

Pupils assemble in playground and get ready 
to come into school. 

2 members of 
staff are on duty 

Morning 
Break 

10.25 -
10.40am 

15 minutes 
A team of playground leaders are also on duty 

each week. 

2 members of 
staff are on duty 

Lunch 

Break 

12.15 -

13.10 

1 hour 
Hot lunch and sandwiches in dinner hall 

picnic for sandwiches outside if nice weather. 

A team of playground leaders are also on duty 
each week. 

Midday Meals 

Supervisors 



 

Sun Policy 
 

At Paulton Junior School we recognise that children’s skin is delicate and can 

be easily damaged by the suns UV rays, particularly in the middle of the day 

and that if we protect ourselves we can reduce the risk we take in the sun. 

We work with staff, parents and children to consider 3 main points when 

being safe in the sun: 
 

• PROTECTION: providing an environment that enables pupils and staff to 

stay safe in the sun 

1. The playground has at least one shaded area in which the children can 

relax and play, which is shaded by trees. There are seats provided in 

this area. 

2. In the summer children are encouraged to wear hats outside and 

there is a school hat available for children to purchase although this 

hat is not compulsory any hat is encouraged. Our uniform and PE kits 

also ensure that shoulders are covered. Staff also lead by example in 

what they wear. 

3. Pupils are encouraged to apply sunscreen before school and are 

allowed to bring a small tube of sunscreen with them to school which 

can be applied by them at break and lunchtimes or if there is an 

activity outside in the summer such as sports day. 
 

• EDUCATION: learning about sun safety to increase knowledge and 

influence behaviour. 

1. Each year children will undertake a PSCHE activity relating to sun 

safety from Sun Smart criteria. The five key Sun Smart skin cancer 

prevention messages are: Spend time in the shade between 11and 3. 

Make sure you never burn. Aim to cover up with a t-shirt, hat and 

sunglasses. Remember children burn more easily. Then use factor 15+ 

sunscreen. 

2. We will talk about how to be Sun Smart in assemblies at the start of 

the summer term. 

3. Parents and guardians will be sent a letter explaining what the school 

is doing about sun protection and how they can help at the beginning 

of the summer term. 



 

• COLLABORATION: working with parents, governors and the wider 

community to reinforce awareness about sun safety and promote a healthy 

school. 

1. Letters are sent home to inform parents of our Sun Smart policy and 

ask that only factor 15+ sunscreen be used in school during the 

summer months. Letters will also state that it is the child’s 

responsibility to apply the sun cream. 
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Appendix A 

 
 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
Now the summer term has started I wanted to write and tell you about our new sun 
protection policy. We have developed this to ensure that we can all enjoy the sun safely 
over the coming months. 

 
The sun’s rays are particularly strong over the summer and they can damage children’s 
skin. This may not seem like a problem right now, but it can have an effect in later life. 
Children with fair skin, lots of moles or freckles, or a family history of skin cancer are 
considered most at risk. 

 
Your child’s health and well-being are very important to us, which is why we have 
decided to: 
• educate the children about sun protection 
• provide more shade in the playground 
• encourage pupils to wear hats when outside 
• encourage pupils to use sunscreen daily before school. 

 
Your support is very important if our new policies are going to work. You can help by: 
• talking to your child about the importance of sun protection at home 
• sending your child to school with a wide brimmed hat 
• help your child to apply sunscreen daily before school. 

 
 
Together I hope we can have a very happy and safe term to come! 

 
All the best, 


