
  

 

Staff Updates 
We said farewell to Mrs Sue Martin this week as she 
leaves us after 27 years as an SMSA. Sue will be 
missed by everyone as she has become such a 
popular member of staff over the years. The children 
were able to say goodbye to her in a very special 
assembly that we held last week. It was a really 
incredible send off with singing, poetry, cards, 
presents, many shared memories and some tears too. 
We all wish her the very best for the future. 
Mrs Phillips starts her maternity leave today. We wish 
her the very best of luck as she looks forward to being 
a mum. I am delighted to announce that Mrs Rawlings 
will be acting Deputy Head in her absence.  
Miss Blake returns from her maternity leave after half-
term to teach in 5P. 
Earlier this week we appointed 2 new SMSA’s to join 
our staff team. Mrs Carne (mum of Sophie in Y5) and 
Mrs Hill (formerly an SMSA at St John’s) will start with 
us after half term. 
I know everyone will join me in wishing our new and 
returning staff all the best as they join the Paulton 
Junior School Team. 
 
Consultation on expansion 
During this consultation process regarding the 
proposed expansion of Paulton Junior School in 2016, 
I would like to reassure everyone that the staff and 
Governors will continue to act with the best interests of 
the children of Paulton at the heart of our every deed, 
action and thought. Rest assured no decisions will be 
made by us without proper discussion considering all 
relevant and appropriate information. Our governors 
and staff have already raised many of the questions 
posed by parents and local residents around the 
impact the expansion may have on our children, on 
resources, on staffing, on buildings, on road systems 
and on parking and we will work tirelessly to address 
all the questions raised. We are extremely fortunate to 
have a truly dedicated and wonderfully professional 
team of staff and governors who are fully capable of 
addressing such issues. They have certainly been 
overwhelmed by the incredibly supportive and positive 
comments that have been made, via a number of 
avenues, regarding the high esteem in which they and 
our school are held by parents. I thank all those who 
have made such comments and we look forward to 
working in partnership for the good of everyone. 
 

And Finally… 

 We are all excited about welcoming 61 campers 
back from Skern Lodge after another fantastic 
week in North Devon. We look forward to hearing 
all their news. 

Young Voices 2013 
Going to Young Voices was an amazing experience for  
everyone. We all had to be at school for 8:30 in the morning 
then we went on the coach and everyone was really excited, 
especially Miss Hanlon and Miss Smart even Mr Grosvenor!   
On the journey to the O2 arena we played the music and 
practised the songs. Outside block 412 we all sat and had our 
lunch before finding our seats in the massive arena. We  
practised all afternoon with our conductor. After 4 hours of 
continuous singing and dancing we had our tea break.  
The Arena filled up quickly with hundreds of excited parents 
for the concert to begin. Suddenly we were plunged into  
darkness and Jiji, the announcer introduced the start, of what 
was to be, a fantastic evening of musical memories. Also  
taking part in the concert were the  amazing : Connie Talbot, 
The African Children’s Choir , Randolph Matthews and Urban 
Strides. The concert finished at 9.15pm.  It was very hectic 
leaving the arena and we played the skipping rope game 
again back to the coach.  We finally left the O2 at 10pm and 
started the long journey home.  It was a long day but worth 
every minute and it would not have been possible without all 
the teachers who came along as well.  Special thanks to Miss 
Hanlon and Miss Smart for organising this wonderful day. 
By Alice Hockley and Maisie Dando Y6 
 
(Thank you to Alice and Maisie for this wonderful report, 
reflecting on what was a magical day, not only for the  
children, but also for the staff and parents who were lucky 
enough to be part of 23,000 people at the sold out O2 Arena.) 
 
Glory for Paulton in the Pool 
Congratulations to the victorious Swimming Team who won 
the MSN Schools Gala last week. There were some amazing 
swims with Ethan Doble breaking a record in the 50m free-
style that had been held for 20 years. Well done to the entire 
squad on this incredible achievement. 
 
Dates For Your Diary. (Please look at the calendar on the 
home page of our website for more important dates) 
Mon 18th Feb School closed INSET 
Tues 19th Feb Term 4 starts at 8.40am 
Tues 19th Feb Clubs start again for 4 weeks. 
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