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	KS1
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6
	KS3

	Terminology
	• Root Word
• Suffix
• Homophone
•  Digraph
• Split Digraph
Trigraph
•  Grapheme
•  Phoneme
•  Consonants
•  Vowels
• GPC – Grapheme-Phoneme Correspondences
• Plurals
• Syllables
• Stress/Unstressed
	• Prefix
• Compound Word
• Word Families
• Inflection

	
	• Homonym
• Morphology
• Etymology

	• Antonym
• Synonym
	

	Phonics
	• Spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes
• Name the letters of the alphabet in order and use them to distinguish between the alternative spellings of the same sound
• Learn new ways of spelling phonemes for which 1 or more spelling are already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few common homophones
	 
	
	
	
	

	Whole Word Spelling
	• Spell common exception words
• Spell the days of the week
• Spell more words with contracted forms
• Distinguish between homophones and near-homophones
	• Spell further homophones
• Spell words that are often misspelt

	• Spell some words with silent letters
• Distinguish between homophones and other words are often confused
• Use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically


	• Pay attention to accurate spelling; applying spelling patterns and rules set out in KS1 and KS2

	Spelling Rules
	• Use the spelling rule for adding -s or -es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular markers for verbs
• Use the prefix -un
• Use -ing, -ed, -er and -est where no change is needed in the spelling of the root words
• Use the suffixes -ment, -ness, -ful, -less and -ly
• Learn the possessive apostrophe
	• Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them
• Use the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals and in words with irregular plurals

	• Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them

	

	Using a Dictionary
	
	• Use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary
	• Use a dictionary to check spelling of uncommon words and the meaning of words 
• Use the first 3 or 4 letters of a word to check spellings, meaning or both of these in a dictionary

	Dictation
	• Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher that include GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far
	• Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far
	

	Application in Writing
	• Attempt spelling by segmenting and representing these by graphemes
• Apply spelling rules and guidance
	• Spell statutory words mostly correctly and apply spelling rules accurately
• Use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary
	• Spell statutory words mostly correctly and apply spelling rules accurately
• Use a dictionary to check spelling of uncommon words and the meaning of words
• Use the first 3 or 4 letters of a word to check spellings, meaning or both of these in a dictionary
• Use a thesaurus



Spelling Overview (term by term coverage)

	
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Year 3
	Long /a/ sound- ei (eight), ey (hey), ai (straight)
/er/ spelt ear (earth)
Homophones and near homophones
Creating adverbs using ly suffix- no change to root word (kind), where root word ends in y and has more than one syllable(happy), where root word ends with le (gentle), where root word ends with ic or al (basic) and creating adverbs with ly- exceptions to the rules.
Statutory Spelling words
	Short /i/ spelt with y- Egypt
Adding vowel suffixes to words with more than one syllable- unstressed last syllabled (do not double consonant) and stressed (double consonant)
Prefixes mis and dis (create negative), and bi and re (two/again)
/k/ sound using ch from Greek origin (scheme)
/sh/ sound spelt with ch from French origin (chef)
/g/ and /k/ endings spelt gue and que from French origin (vague, antique)
Homophones and near homophones
Statutory Spelling words
	/ary/ and /al/ endings (library, natural)
Short /u/ spelt with o (other) and ou (enough)
/zhuh/ sound spelt sure (treasure)
/chuh/ sound spelt ture (creature)
Word families- struct (build), uni (one), scop (see), spect (look), press (press), vent (come)
Silent letters (revision)
Statutory Spelling words

	Year 4
	/aw/ spelt with augh and au (caught, clause)
‘ough’ making long /o/, /oo/ or /or/ sound (though)
Prefix ‘in’ (not)
Prefix ‘im’ (not) added to words starting with m or p (immature, impolite)
Prefix ‘il’ (not) added to root word starting with l (illegal)
Prefix ‘ir’ (not) added to root word starting with r (irresponsible) 
/shuhn/ spelt sion (division)- root words end with se, de or d
/shuhn/ spelt ssion (expression)- root words end with ss or mit
/shuhn/ spelt tion (invention)- root words end with te, t or has no root
/shuhn/ spelt cian (musician)- root words end with c or cs
Statutory spelling words 

	‘ation’ suffix added to nouns (information)
/s/ spelt with sc from Latin origin (science)
Soft /c/ spelt ce and ci (centre, circle) 
Prefixes sub (under) and super (above)- submerge, supervise
Plural possessive apostrophes (girls’)
Word families- phon (sound), real (real), solv (loosen) and sign (authorisation)
Homophones and near homophones
Statutory spelling words

	Prefixes inter (between)- interrupt, anti (against)- antiseptic, auto (self)- automatic, ex (out)- exit, non (not)- non-stop
‘ar’ and ‘er’ endings (calendar and remember)
‘ous’ suffix- no change to root (dangerous), no root word(tremendous), ‘y’ becomes ‘i’ (various) and ‘our’ becomes ‘or’ (humorous), drop the e- but not ge- (famous, courageous)
Adverbials of frequency, possibility and manner (regularly, perhaps, carefully)


	Year 5
	/shuhs/ endings spelt cious, tious, ious (vicious, ambitious, anxious)
Short /i/ spelt with y (symbol)
Long /i/ spelt with y (apply) 
‘ment’ ending (equipment)
Homophones and near homophones
Silent letters
Modal verbs
Adverbs of possibility and frequency (possibly, rarely)
Statutory Spelling words 
	/or/ spelt ‘or’ and ‘au’ (forty,pause)
Suffixes (ity, ness, ship) to create nouns (community, happiness, membership)
Convert nouns/adjectives into verbs using ‘ate’, ‘ise’, ‘ify’ and ‘en’ (pollinate, criticise, amplify, blacken)
Homophones and near homophones
Statutory Spelling words 

	‘ough’ letter string making sounds ‘ow’, ’owe’ ,’or(t)’, long ‘o’, short ‘u’, uff’ and ‘off’ (though, through, rough, plough, ought, borough)
/ear/ spelt with ere (sincere)
Prefixes ‘de’, ‘re’, ‘over’ -reverse the action, do again, too much- (deflate, rewrite, overspend)
Convert nouns/verbs into adjectives using ‘ful’,’ive’,’al’ (boastful, attractive, musical)
Unstressed vowels in polysyllabic words (Wednesday)
Adverbials of time and place (yesterday, nearby)
Statutory Spelling words

	Year 6
	Adjectives ending in ‘ant’/’ent’ into nouns ending in ‘ance’/’ancy’ and ‘ence/’ency’ 
‘able’ and ‘ably’ endings (adorable, adorably)
Prefixes ‘mini’ and ‘micro’ (small) -miniscule, microscope
Word families ‘temp’,’vari/y’, ‘gest’ and ‘light’ (temper, variation, suggest and lightning) 
Ambitious Adjective Synonyms
Homophones and near homophones – nouns ending in ‘ce’/’cy’, verbs ending in ‘se’/’sy’
Hyphens- to join prefixes ending in vowel to root word starting in vowel (co-operate) 
Hyphens- to join compound adjectives to avoid ambiguity (man-eating) 
nb Hyphens for clarity with homophones (re-sign / resign)
Statutory Spelling words 

	Long /e/ spelt with ‘ie’/’ei’ (siege, deceive)
Adding suffixes to ‘fer’ words-ing, ed, al, ence- (eg refer)
/shuhl/ spelt as ‘cial’, ‘tail’ after vowel (official) or consonant (partial)
Soft ‘c’ spelt ‘ce’ (cemetery)
Word families- ‘mit’, ‘inter’, ‘acc’, ‘sign’ 
Statutory Spelling words 

	Long /o/ spelt ‘ou’/’ow’ (shoulder, blown)
Words ending in ‘ible’, ‘ibly’ (possible, possibly)
Words that can be nouns or verbs (challenge)
Word family- ‘gram’
Synonyms and Antonyms
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