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Paulton Junior School

Learning together, learning for life.

Policy Statement for Religious Education

1.
Rationale

1.1
“The Curriculum for every maintained school shall comprise a basic curriculum which includes ... provision for religious education for all registered pupils at the school”.  (1998 Education Reform Act)

1.2
R.E. is part of the basic curriculum and is therefore an entitlement for every


Child. The curriculum will reflect the fact that the religious traditions in this


country are (in the main) Christian, whilst taking account of the teaching and


practices of other principal religions represented.
2.
Entitlement

2.1
Every child’s’ entitlement is specified in the 1988 Education Reform Act.

2.2
Time Allocation - following the Dearing recommendations:- 


45 hours per year at Key Stage 2.
2.3
Parents may exercise the right to withdraw, wholly or partly, their children from receiving religious education in the School in accordance with the School’s basic curriculum.

2.4
Religious Education will be appropriate for the children, having regard to their age, aptitude and family background.

3.
The Aims of Religious Education
3.1
According to Bath and N.E. Somerset Agreed Syllabus, the following aims of religious education reflect a broad consensus about the subject’s rationale and purpose.  Religious education should help pupils to:-

3.1.1
acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions represented in Great Britain;

3.1.2
develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and culture;

3.1.3
develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral issues, with reference to the teachings of the principal religions represented in Great Britain;

3.1.4
enhance their spiritual, moral, cultural and social development by:

        

developing awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by 

human experiences, and of how religious teachings can relate to them

        

responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and 


practices of religions, and to their own understanding and experience

        

reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of 

their study.
3.1.5
develop a positive attitude towards other people, respecting their right to hold 
different beliefs from their own, and towards living in a society of diverse 
religions.

3.2.
Additionally, we feel that it is also important to encourage charitable links with 
the local community where ever appropriate.

4.
Guidelines

4.1
The purpose of R.E. is to educate, not indoctrinate.  Nurture is the privilege of the home and the faith community.  We are helping children to understand this very significant phenomenon we call religion; therefore, when describing different religious traditions, it is important to preface statements by saying “Some Christians believe ...” or “Some Hindus believe ...”.  These qualifying statements maintain the integrity of both pupil and teacher.

4.2
We believe in the importance of developing good relationships throughout all aspects of school life.  Religious Education has a crucial part to play in helping children to recognise and appreciate the contribution religion, in its varied aspects, has made to how many people see the world.  We believe it is important not only to learn about religion, but also, and perhaps more importantly, to learn from religion.

4.3
R.E. will be given in accordance with Bath and N.E. Somerset agreed syllabus (Awareness Mystery Value). 
4.4
R.E. will be taught as a distinct subject and within a cross-curricular class topic, as appropriate.

4.5
The enquiry process will be used in the teaching and learning of R.E., so that the children may gain a greater insight and understanding of the nature of religion.

4.6
The programmes of study will be taught in accordance with the school’s Scheme of Work for R.E.

4.7
Religious artefacts, reference books and materials, I.T., audio and visual materials, visits and visitors will be used to stimulate learning.

4.8
All out of school activities will comply with the guidelines in the School Health and Safety Policy.

4.9
It is the responsibility of all teachers to ensure that classroom helpers understand this Policy.

5.
Equal Opportunities

5.1
In accordance with our school SEN Policy, we realise that it is important to recognise the need to develop the potential and encourage the participation of, each individual child as a whole, irrespective of ability.

5.2
In the delivery of Religious Education, due consideration will be given to the experience of both men and women at all levels within society.

6.
Assessment
6.1
Teachers should carry out a baseline assessment at the beginning of each topic to find out what children know already. This should be used as a comparison to the end of the topic as a measure of progress. Assessment for Learning (AfL) should be carried out throughout the topic, through questioning, monitoring and feedback. By the end of each topic, children should be able to discuss each learning objective taught, in preparation for learning to progress in further year groups. 

7.
ICT
7.1
ICT should be used throughout RE lessons in order to enrich lessons and deepen children’s understanding. This could include: videos, interactive whiteboard, research using iPads or laptops, word processing and presentations. 
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